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10 Sugeestions to Loecal Historians

4. ( [avm f,uu‘.x'. —If the t'.’ll'}}' settlers fui'mtll ;'lur-zt'wi;itinllr-‘- or
organizations regulating the making and holding of c¢laims of land, a
full account should be given of these regulations and laws. An effort
should be made to find the record-books of any such organizations.
A map showing the location of claims would be helpful.

5. Lolitical Affairs.— This may include changes in county bound-
aries; the organization of villages, and their development into cities;
the history of-the county board: lists of citizens who have represented
the county 1n legislatures or elsewhere; and some account of the rise
and progress of political parties within the county.

0. Industries and Commerce.— All industries should be 1_‘:11‘1‘2-11“}'
treated, laying stress upon that which is predominant, be 1t agricul-
ture, lumbering, mining, fishing, or manufacturing. The process of
industrial evolution within the county may profitably be traced, sta-
tistics given, and present conditions and prospects for the future
outlined. An account of the growth of commerce and commercial
methods will be essential. Closely allied to this 1s the story of the
development of common roads and railways; here, again, use maps.
7. Religious and Social Progress.—'This department of the his-
tory should include the growth of churches, philanthropy, reforms,
and civic societies; but be careful not to burden the text with un-
necessary details, or fulsome praise.

8. Fducation.—It 18 desirable to embrace a general historical
account of the school system of the county, and of the cities within
1t; this might be extended, if thought best, to include a sketch of
each school district in the county, with chronological list of teachers
and school officers, and of those graduates who have taken a higher
education, or in any way have achieved scholastie distinction. Of
course the various colleges, academies, and parochial and private
schools within the county must receive due attention under this
head; so also those important adjuncts of any educational system,
the various publie, subscription, or school libraries. An enumera-
tion of the literary work of citizens of the county will be of interest;

1t will be safest for the historian to confine himself. if he undertake




|.I| !,1. :

N & T SN

Wis.

Suggestions to Local Historians 11

such a list, to a mere enumeration of books and pamphlets without
comment.

9. IForeign-born Settlers.—Give an account of the several groups
of foreign-born settlers within the county.

10. Military History.—The part which both the men and the
women of the county took in the late War of Secession and the
Spanish—American War, should receive full treatment. The old
militia companies and the modern [owa National Guard must not be
forgotten. In the field of military history it would be well for the
county historian to communicate with the posts of the Grand Army

of the Republic, the Woman’s Relief Corps, ete.
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T'HE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF I0WA
ESTABLISHED BY LAw IN THE YEARrR 1857

INCORPORATED: 1867 AND 1892

LocaTED AT Iowa CrTy Ilowa

FORMER PRESIDENTS

James W. Grives First President

varLern P. Lowe W. PexN CLARKE WiLriam G, HaymyonDp
S. J. Kirkwoob RoserT HurcninsoNn  Georce G. Wricnar

. H. Ler M. J. MorsyMAN Josian L. Pickarp

OFFICERS

PETER A. ]_.J'I*L‘h'............*..,.._-...................]}I't‘Hi{]G]ll

Isaac A, Loos..... . ... Vice President
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BOARD OF CURATORS
Ilected by the Society

M. W. Davis Gro. W. BaLL A. E. SWISHER
PeETER A. DEY B. K. SuamBavaen J. W. Ricu
SAMUEL CALVIN Isaac A. Loos EucrLip SANDERS
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HAarveEy INGHAM K. W. STANTON J. F. Mitcueny
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